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Essay Assessment

Objective:   To demystify some of the terms and concepts related to assigning and 
assessing essays for  faculty outside of the English discipline.

I.  Elements of a Quality Essay Assignment 
a. Course Content, Objectives and SLOs
b. Critical Thinking
c. Sample Essay Prompts

II. Possible Activities for Students before Assigning an Essay
a. Vocabulary – “buzz words” in your discipline
b. Collaborative Work 
c. Discussion

III.   Essay Rubric and Assessment Sheet
a. Set Standards
b. Clarify Expectations

IV. Student Resources 
a. Peers
b. Online Links

V.  Discussion



Elements of a Quality Essay Assignment 

Course Content, Objectives and SLOs

• comprehension of content is achieved 
through essay writing 

• course objectives are achieved through essay 
writing

• and SLOs are fulfilled through essay writing

http://liad.gbrownc.on.ca/programs/insadult/loandobj.htm
http://liad.gbrownc.on.ca/programs/insadult/loandobj.htm


Elements of a Quality Essay Assignment 

Critical Thinking

"I think; therefore, I am." (Rene Decartes)
A Definition

Critical thinking is that mode of thinking - about any subject, content, or
problem - in which the thinker improves the quality of his or her thinking
by skillfully taking charge of the structures inherent in thinking and
imposing intellectual standards upon them.

The Result
A well cultivated critical thinker:

• raises vital questions and problems, formulating them clearly and
precisely; 

• gathers and assesses relevant information, using abstract ideas to
interpret it effectively and comes to well-reasoned conclusions and solutions, testing them against 
relevant criteria and standards; 

• thinks open-mindedly within alternative systems of thought, 
recognizing and assessing, as need be, their assumptions, implications, and practical consequences; and 

• communicates effectively with others in figuring out solutions to complex problems. 

Taken from Criticalthinking.org



Elements of a Quality Essay Assignment 
Sample Essay Prompts

Writing in Other Disciplines
Psychology--Consider writing a paper on a career in psychology that you think you might be interested 

in. You can research and write about, for instance, what it takes to become a clinical psychologist. 

Science--Discuss how each of the following contributes evidence that evolution has occurred:
Paleontology
Geographical distribution
Biochemical studies

Math--In the first paragraph of chapter I of Mathematics in Western Culture, Morris Kline states: "The 
assertion that mathematics has been a major force in the molding of modern culture, as well as a 
vital element of that culture, appears to many people incredible or, at best, a rank 
exaggeration. This disbelief is quite understandable and results from a very common but erroneous 
conception of what mathematics really is." Develop this idea using algebra as your primary 
example.

History--Describe one event from your country's history and explain why it was important. Provide clear 
explanations and details in support of your answer.



Possible Activities for Students before 
Assigning an Essay

Vocabulary – “buzz words” in your discipline

Example of the importance of language taken from a math website

Teachers of mathematics need to recognize that there is a strong link 
between language, writing, and problem solving. In most of the 
assessments that states use to determine student and school success, a 
student must demonstrate math reasoning abilities through writing. This 
skill is not automatic, though. It develops through a recursive process:

Vocabulary & Language <τ> Reasoning <τ> Talking <τ> Writing

Vocabulary examples: sum, difference, product, quotient

http://www.quisitivity.org/2009/08/vocabulary-for-developing-math-reasoning/

http://www.quisitivity.org/2009/08/vocabulary-for-developing-math-reasoning/
http://www.quisitivity.org/2009/08/vocabulary-for-developing-math-reasoning/
http://www.quisitivity.org/2009/08/vocabulary-for-developing-math-reasoning/
http://www.quisitivity.org/2009/08/vocabulary-for-developing-math-reasoning/
http://www.quisitivity.org/2009/08/vocabulary-for-developing-math-reasoning/
http://www.quisitivity.org/2009/08/vocabulary-for-developing-math-reasoning/
http://www.quisitivity.org/2009/08/vocabulary-for-developing-math-reasoning/
http://www.quisitivity.org/2009/08/vocabulary-for-developing-math-reasoning/
http://www.quisitivity.org/2009/08/vocabulary-for-developing-math-reasoning/


Possible Activities for Students before 
Assigning an Essay

Collaborative Work

In a collaborative learning setting, learners have the 
opportunity to converse with peers, present and defend 
ideas, exchange diverse beliefs, question other conceptual 
frameworks, and be actively engaged. 
Taken from http://www.gdrc.org/kmgmt/c-learn/what-is-cl.html

http://www.gdrc.org/kmgmt/c-learn/what-is-cl.html
http://www.gdrc.org/kmgmt/c-learn/what-is-cl.html
http://www.gdrc.org/kmgmt/c-learn/what-is-cl.html
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http://www.gdrc.org/kmgmt/c-learn/what-is-cl.html
http://www.gdrc.org/kmgmt/c-learn/what-is-cl.html


Possible Activities for Students before 
Assigning an Essay

Discussion
• The acquisition of knowledge comes mostly through discussion and 

negotiation.

• Students have an opportunity to exchange ideas and test them on a non-
threatening group of their peers

• Discussion also requires students to articulate the ideas  they might 
otherwise find challenging to express clearly in a paper.



Essay Rubric and Assessment Sheet

Review your handouts



Student Resources

Peers

Online Links:

http://www.gc.maricopa.edu/english/writing.html

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/

http://www.rcampus.com/

http://www.gc.maricopa.edu/english/writing.html
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
http://www.rcampus.com/


Discussion

1. How do you encourage students that 
don't have college level skills?

2. What are ways you believe you can 
work with the English & Foreign 
Languages Department to raise the 
awareness for students of the 
importance of being better writers, 
speakers, and readers?



Thank you
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